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Cablegram Received Via Hastern at 10.25 - August 21, 1939. 


XXK 24 HONGKONG 2°92 21 1020 BG ETAT = 
SECRETARY MUNICIPAL COUNCIL SHAI = 
YOUR TELEGRAM 17TH AUGUST STOP NO HONGKONG REGULATIONS 
FRSVENTING SUROPSAN ®LFUGEES TRANSHIPPING PRCVIDED THEY 
FAVS VISAS “HOLS QUESTION BEING RECONSIDERED LETTER 
WILL FOLLOW = 


COLONIAL SECRETARY 
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POLICE FORCE 
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LC CCLQNIAL SECRETARY 
HON GKONG 


NUNICIPAL CCUNCIL PRCHISITING FURTHER 


MIGRATION SUROPSAN RiFUGEES ARS THERE ANY 


224s. % 


TEGULATIONS <HICH PREVENT REFUGEES 


TRANSHIFPING AT HONGKONG FOR SHANGHAI OR MUST 


COASTAL BOATS HERE BE WATCHED 


PHILLIPS SECRETARY COUNCIL 


E. T. Nash, 


for Secretary, S.M.C. 17/8/39. 
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HANGHAI 
190 KIUKIANG ROAD 


TELEPHONE 16637 August 29th, 1939 
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TELEGR.-ADR.: “KOMOR™ SHANGHAI i. cosceiccscesescssesVavasccevsastossacvaccvsees 


To the Commissioner of Police 
S.M.P. 


Shanghai 


Dear Sir:. 


Mr. YORKE was good enough to inform me over the 
"phone today, that the matter of Documents of Identificat- 
ion, which I had submitted to you on the 25th inst. had 
been taken under advisemmt and that a decision would be 
given in about two weeks. 


In this connection I would like to add to what z 
have already said that the German Consulate General has 
requested us to deliver to them all " Statenlose " Passports, 
issued by the German Government, which had expired and lost 
their vwaiidity. 


There are quite a nunber of such Passports now 
expired, but we have the greatest possible difficulties 
in getting their owners surrender these to us, because, as 
I have stated in my previous letter, they would be left 
without any kind of a Document. 


Were it possible to replace these Passports with our 
Document of Identity and were it possible to make these 
Documents serve the same purpose as a "Staatenlose" Passport 
or a Nansen Passport serves, the difficulties we are meeting 
with now would be, I hope, eliminated and, at the same time, 
@ useful service performed for the people concerned. 


Yours faithfully, 


“1.G."° RELIEF FUND 


OFFICE OF D. C. CRIME 


ae. ATE’ 39 


a “3 —_— 
} Acknowledscd, form 6. 
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SHANGHAI, ...... BOth..August...1939 


TELEGR.-AbR.: “*“KOMOR" 
wm 


so the Commissioner of Police 
S.M.P. 
Shangnai. 


Dear Sir, 


You will probably recall that the Council some. 
time ago invited me to join a Study Commission dealing 
with Emigrant problems. 


Mr. F.A.Pitts was, on behalf of the Police a 
member of this Commission and, at one of the meetings, 
the question of "Staatenlose" persons was brought up and 
a discussion arose as to what was best to be done with 
these people whoy on the expiry of their Passports would 
have no such document because renewal was declined by | 
the vemman Consulate. 


Seeing that there is also no Nansen office here, 
I suggested that this Committee issue booklets of ldenti-. 
fication. ur. Pitts had discussed the matter with some 
of the Consulates who said, that if the Police stamped 
the booklets, visas, if practicable, would be issued to 


other countries. 


On the strength of this and also because the 
absolute necessity arose I had booklets printed of which 
I enclose a specimen. 


I might add that, in a recent interview, the 
German Consul iir. E.v.kandow su, gested that we should do 
something in order to provide identification documents 
to those without a country and i was in e@ position to tell 
him, that we had already taken suitable steps in this 


direction. 


the other day, it being necessary to have a 
Document such as this one stamped, the owner had some 
aifficulty in getting such a stamp. Il rang up ur. Pitts 
who told me, to the best of my recollection, that the 
matter of stamping was elright only that it had not yet 
been decided as to what fee.would be charged for the 
services in this connection. 


However, in conversation with sar. Wittingsky this 
fternoon I was given to understand that instructions 
‘ped been given, not to stamp these documents at all. 


that would be contrary to arrangement which, to 
the best of my knowledge and belief, had been arrived at 
and which was a suitable solution of a very difficult 


-2. 


PE Ate 


lL Cc 
Youancna 
190 KIUKIANG ROAD 


te. ien kone KGMES -2. 25th August, 1939 


SHANGHAI issscocseccevveccccescsstetysceccesentesnavenecee 


problem. 


Personally, I see ho reason why such endorsement 
by the Police should not be given seeing that the autho. 
rities and Consulates accept our and only our endorsement 
in other matters concerning ‘migrants. 


The matter of a Document of identification is an 
urgent one to such persons who, for one reason or another 
have lost their citizenship. Without such a document 
some of these people feel absolutely lost. tt robs them 
of some form of security which they, with a Passport or 
@ substitute for the same, feel. 


At the same time, such @ Vocument offers, as Ll 
have indicated, a possibility for them to go to other 
countries f.i. to :ientsin, usingtau etc. and it is urgent. 
ly necessary thut people should have every opportunity to 
leave Shanghai, if such opportunity offers itself. 


fir. Freund, whose Document I attach, wishes to 
leave for tgingtau or ientsin and with the Police stamp. 
ing the Passport, he can get a J: panese permit on the basis 
of permit obtained by us through our corresponding Committees 
in the northern Ports. 


I trust therefore, that the arrangement which hai 
been, as. 1 believe, arrived at, will not be now cencelled 
and I request that you be so good as to give the necessary 
instructions to your sub.organs for the endorsements to 
be accorded when called for. 

I beg to remain, 
Dear Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 


Enel. 
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Agure, REQ eg 
for Japanys 


Dear Ure Ishiguro, 


Res Innigration 


Fro: the "8eUhr Abendblatt"®, «n emigr:nt evening paper, of 
April 235, Jf lesrn that 1,000 famigretion permite for Hongkew residenee 
are about to be issued, The dssue of 20th Apri: of the same paver 
contains 2 notic , telling ap:lie:nts when te ap:ly (aceording to 
the bet) to the Japanese Consulate General for delivery of the 
landing permits -lready referred toe All these ap, lications were sube 
mitted without the intermediary of our Committee, so that the latter 
was not enabled to investigate the bona fides of the applicantas nor 
eould we exauine the prospects of the new arrivals to make a living 
in Shanghale 

While welcoming the idea to help people to get out from 
Central Zurope and enable them to stert life afresh in a nev land, 
we feel apprehensive as to the ability of the neweomers *o stand on 
their own feets Since November last year, when immigration wes again 
permitted under certain restrictiona, our Committee has carefully 
examined the statements made in writing by applicants and has 
invariably pessed on such requesis only, which contained a fair 
chance that the newcomers will not become a burden to either our 
Committe:, or to the pects sar community at largee 

Recently the Slectioneering Assoeiatien, consisting of refugees, 
a body without juridical stending, hes inaugurated a cempaign for 
the iesue of immigration permitse We heve no desire wratsoever te 
either critizise, nor to interiere in any way with the decisions of 
your Consulate “ereral in this regpeet. “n the contrary, we really 
remain thankful fcx the greut kindness you have displayed towrrds the 
unfortunate masses of citizens who are forced togbandon their honese 
But on the other hind, I feel duiibeund to place on record that 8 

(a) our Committec cannot accept responsibility for the bona 
fides of both the ap: licants and the immigrants, 2: long as the 
applicstiona have not been passing through our hands for examination 
of the statexzents contained thereine 

(bv) thet, in the event of emigrants arriving here without 
means = especially if this hap, ens ir iarge numbers - our Comnittce 
will moat likely be uneble to take them to the Homer ond maintain 
them there for « lengthy period of times 

Bringing to your notice fer your kind ceongidersticn the 
centents of this last p raph is really the main purpose of this 
letter. The mein et our dispese) are dwindling cs time goes on 


sand I fear that we should not be able to cspe with the requirments 


of a large masse of people landing here without means end being 
wumable to care for their own supperte 
_ hie does not mean that our Coumittec does not want te see 

an inerease in the size of the refugee population here. As a matter 
ly pp we at ali times velcome the crevth of the migrants colony 
n China end ehell gledly place our advice and assistance at ite 
lisposal, But whet oireumstances demend ic thet newcomers ought to 
\e able te stand on their own feed and not be dependent upor the 
very slen@er monetory resouree: of our committete 

I thought it advisable to bring to your kind notice these 
aptualities and desire to thank yeu once more for the very helpful 
Yaga whieh you hitherto have been geod enough to devote to 
avreally worthy ¢auses 

Believe me, deer Kir, Ileshiguo, 

Very sineerely yours, 
Bas Ee Kanne 


